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PROGRAMME	NOTES

PERFORMANCE	NOTES

Have	You	Heard	the	News?	is	a	piano	duo	written	for	the	PLUG	Festival	2025.	The	piece	is	conceptualised
around	two	characters	conversing	about	various	news	headlines	with	each	other,	with	each	headline	being	more
ridiculous	than	the	last.	Inspired	by	children’s	prose	like	Dr	Seuss,	the	text,	written	by	the	composer,	rhymes
and	alliterates	with	an	irregular	rhythm,	and	lays	the	foundation	for	the	rhythmic	and	metrical	language	of	the
piece.	The	titular	phrase	“have	you	heard	the	news?”	was	the	both	the	starting	point	for	the	project	and	the
foundation	of	the	structure	for	the	text.	It	begins	most	sections	and	serves	as	the	instigator	of	the	discourse
between	the	two	characters.	This	design	was	where	the	project	was	conceived,	trying	to	find	different	ways	for
the	two	characters	to	pose	that	question	to	the	other.	From	there,	the	text	was	developed	and	completed	by
creating	all	the	wacky	and	ludicrous	headlines	found	within	the	piece.	

Performers	should	understand	the	piece	expects	a	certain	level	of	theatrics.	The	two	pianists	performing	the
piece	should	be	comfortable	and	confident	with	speaking	in	performance,	and	the	performers	in	question
should	be	able	to	project.	If	necessary	and	applicable,	rudimentary	electronic	amplification	of	both	voices	is
acceptable.	
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